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Millbrook Primary 
School 

Curriculum

The Blueprint Curriculum

A part of
The Shevington Federation
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The Federation Factor

The Shevington Federation 
working in Collaboration
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Our Culture

3

Be ready to learn. R

Be respectful. R

Be safe. S 

Be your best. B
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Curriculum Intent
O ur  c ur r i c u lu m  f o c u s e s  u p on  t he  w e l lb e i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  
c r e a t i n g  c i t i z e n s  w i t h  a  s t r o ng  s o c i a l  p r id e  w ho  c a n  bu i ld  
i nc lu s i v e  r e l a t i on s h i ps .  A  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  i s  t o  r a i s e  
a s p i r a t io n s  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  d iv e r s i t y.

We  r e c o g n i s e  o u r  ow n  s c h oo l  t h r o u gh  t he  e x c e l l e n t   
e x pe r i e n c e s  t h a t  ou r  c u r r i c u l u m  pr ov id e s .  I t  e nc ou r a ge s  
a n d  d e v e l op s  a l l  t y pe s  o f  t a l e n t .  W e  de l i v e r  a  c u r r i c u l um  
w h i c h  i s  e x c i t in g ,  r e le v a n t  a n d  p ur po s e f u l  a n d  m a k e s  
l in k s  t o  t he  w o r l d  a r ou n d  u s  t h r ou g h  f i r s t  h a n d  
e x pe r i e n c e s .

I t  m ov e s  c h i ld r e n  t o :

                            ‘ R i s e  A b o v e  a n d  G o  B e y o n d ’

4
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Good Will Hunting 
Matt Damon and Robin Williams

Supporting our philosophy on first-hand learning experiences.

5

SO IF I ASKED YOU ABOUT ART, YOU'D PROBABLY GIVE ME THE SKINNY ON EVERY ART 
BOOK EVER WRITTEN.

 MICHELANGELO, YOU KNOW A LOT ABOUT HIM.

LIFE'S WORK, POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS, HIM AND THE POPE, THE WHOLE WORKS, RIGHT? 

BUT I'LL BET YOU CAN'T TELL ME WHAT IT SMELLS LIKE IN THE SISTINE CHAPEL.
YOU'VE NEVER ACTUALLY STOOD THERE AND LOOKED UP AT THAT BEAUTIFUL CEILING; 
SEEN THAT.
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What this looks like in action….

‘ R i s e  A b o v e  a n d  G o  B e y o n d ’

6

Twitter Feeds

 @MillbrookWigan

@RMilbrookReception
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Cognitive 
Science

H o w  d o  w e k n o w i t ' s  
a g o o d  a n d  a m b i t i o u s  

c u r r i cu l u m ?

I t  i s  b a se d  o n  r e se a r c h .

7
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Long Term Plan

• The Big Question. Each term is dedicated to answering an 
over-arching question. This is answered and evidenced in the 
form of an essay at the end of each term. These essays are 
shared with the whole school so pupils and subject leaders get 
to see the final results and can monitor progress.

• The skills and knowledge needed to answer the big question 
are taught through the non-core subjects. Each trip, visitor and 
class reader are being carefully planned to help pupils attain all 
they need to provide a suitable answer.

• Each subject has been sequenced through the knowledge 
and skills to build upon what has been previously taught. Every 
subject taught provides pupils ample opportunity to develop their 
schemas and cement their learning in their long-term memory.

8
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Long Term Plan- Museum of 
Knowledge

9

Learning links to what has been taught before to 

build that knowledge – the past is important.

Learning is made up of lots of different areas and we 

then make connections.
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# Key Concepts
S t a f f   co n s i de r e d  ou r  p up i l s  a n d  de c i d e d  w h a t  w a s  n e e de d   t o  s u pp o r t  a l l  
c h i l dr e n  a c ro s s   s c ho o l  –  c o ns i d e r i ng   re a s o ns  b e h i nd  t h i s ,  a n d  w ha t  w e  
c o u l d  do  t o  i m pr ov e  t h e i r  ou t c o m e s .

T he s e  w e re  d e v e l op e d  t h r ou g h  v a r i o u s  t e a m  m e e t i n g s .

T he  q u e s t i o n  a ns w e r e d  w a s :

W h a t  d o  w e  w a n t  o u r  c h i l d re n  t o  k no w ?  O u r  c h i l dr e n  ne e d  t o  b e  l i t e ra t e  
a n d  nu m e ra t e  t o  e ns ur e  t h e y  ca n  a c c e s s  t h e  ne x t  l e v e l  o f  a c a de m i c  
a c h i e v e m e nt  -  m i n i m um  

A l on g s i d e  t h i s ,  w e  w a nt  o ur  c h i l dr e n  t o  d ev e lo p  t h e i r  w i d e r  un d e rs t a nd i n g  
o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  t h e i r  re s i l i e n c e  a n d  s e l f  w o r t h ,  t o  be  a b l e  t o  fa c e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
i n de p e n de n t l y  a n d  r e c og n i s e  t h e  i mp o r t a n c e  o f  in c l u s i on  a n d  c re a t i v i t y  
a n d  be  a b l e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  a c c e p t  d i f fe r e nt  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w.

T he s e  Ke y  C on c e p t s  a re  t h e  on e s  c h o s e n  t o  de e p e n  k n ow le d g e  a nd  d ev e l op  
t he  s k i l l s  w e  be l i e v e  o u r  c h i l d re n  n e e d t o  b e c o me  t h e  be s t  v e rs io n s  o f  
t he m s e l v e s

10
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Key Concepts

11
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Knowledge and Skills

E a ch  s ub j e c t  i s  b ro k en  do w n i n to  kn o w l e d g e  a n d  sk i l l s .  
Th e se  ar e  t a ug h t  p ro g r e ss i v e l y  t hr o u g h  e a ch  ye a r  g r o u p.  

Th i s  i s  do n e  s o th a t  c h i l dr e n  c an  ma ke  l i n ks  w i t h i n  th e i r  
l e a r n i n g  i n  or d e r  to  de v el o p  t h e i r  sch e ma

E a ch  s ub j e c t  l e a d er  i s  r e sp o n s i b l e  fo r  m an a g i n g  a n d 
e v i d e n c i n g  th e m ac r os s  t h e sch o o l .  Th e y  we r e  wr i t t e n b y  
S u b j ec t  L e a d e rs  a n d  th e y  mo ni t o r  th e  i mp a c t  th r o u gh  
b o o k  r e v i e ws ,  p l a n n i n g sh a r es  a n d  l e sso n  d r o p  i n s .

12
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Knowledge and 
Skills example

Year 6 Geography Overview 
Strand of 

Geography 
Focus Term Term Term 

Human Give reasons for the location of different settlements 
and how land is used 

   

Make links between the location of settlements and 
distribution of natural resources (industries; coal, soil, 
stone and wool) 

   

Physical Investigate volcanoes and earthquakes     

Compare and contrast a UK and North or Central 
American river environment 

   

Weather Describe the climate of an area studied in relation to 
its position on Earth 

   

World Recall the seven continents and five oceans of the 
world 

   

Identify and locate some major European cities    

Recall countries of South America and introduce 
Central and North America 

   

Recall the language of latitude and longitude and 
make links with time zones and climates 

   

United 
Kingdom 

Recall the main geographical regions of the UK    
Compare and contrast some counties and cities of the 
UK 

   

Comparing 
and 

Contrasting  

Compare and contrast, giving reasons for, the physical 
and human geography of a region of the UK and a 
region of Central and North America 

   

Skills – 
Maps, 

Atlases and 
Globes  

Recall the location the Equator, tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, and Artic/Antarctic circles on maps, in 
atlases and on globes (and on maps at different 
scales) 

   

Use scale bars to calculate distance between places     
To use contour lines to compare slopes    

Skills – 
Compass 

Points and 
Grid 

References 

Use the eight points of a compass to locate features 
on a map 

   

Build knowledge of OS map symbols and use to locate 
features on a map 

   

Use 6 figure grid references and introduce 6 figure 
grid references 

   

Skills – 
Fieldwork 
(including 

maps) 

Use digital technologies to present data about an area 
studied 

  
 

 

    
    

Skills – 
Photos 

Discuss and debate changes over time using aerial 
photos 

   

 

13
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Medium 
Term Plan

An overview of  the learning for the 
term.

There are 3 of these for each 
year  which are reviewed and 

reflected upon.

A

14



Click to edit Master title style

15

This is the thread that holds the Medium Term 
plan together.

It supports the narrowing of the topic to make 
it manageable within a 12-14 week term.

It shows children that learning is transferable

The question will be answered in the last 2 
weeks of the term  using all the learning from 
the whole term in the essay. 

Philosophical 
Questions

15
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Knowledge Organisers

Th e se  ar e  c r ea t ed  fo r  e a ch  u n i t  o f  wo r k .

Th e y  a re  se n t  h o me  w i th  p u p i l s  t o  h el p  fu r th e r  d ev e l op  
kn o w l e d g e  a n d  u n de r s t a nd i n g .

Th e  p u p i l s  ar e  t a ug h t  to  s e l f - q u i z  a n d  a r e  te s te d  o n  th e i r  
a b i l i t y  to  r e me mb e r  ke y  i n fo r ma t i o n .

K n o wl e d ge  or g a n i se r s  h e l p  t ea c he r s  to  n a r r ow  th e i r  
f o c us  to  wh a t  t he y  a c tu a l l y  wa n t  p u p i l s  to  kn o w b y  t he  
e n d  o f  e a ch  un i t  a n d ca n  a ss es s  a p p r o pr i a te l y

16
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Knowledge Organisers  
narrow down

the learning securing an 
end point  giving the 

minimum learning for all 
children

17
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Subject Continuums

18

These are documents that reflect what learning looks like in this subject for 

the children here at Millbrook.

These have been created by subject leaders as a minimum expectation  

guide to the teaching of their subject. They show how pupils progress from 
prior knowledge to end of unit assessment and help provide appropriate 

questions. 

Each continuum is subject specific and contains the necessary vocabulary 

and expectations for all year groups. This provides a systematic approach 
to teaching to ensure the development of long-term memory.
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Example of a 
Continuum

The Shevington Federation 

Millbrook Primary School 

Subject Continuum  

 

  Subject: HISTORY  

ESSENTIAL THEMES TO BE EXPLORED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
 

 
 

 

Stage 1: Prior Knowledge and key vocabulary: Examples 

• Recall previous areas of history studied (in 
year group before) by returning to their quiz 

• Children complete a prior learning quiz for 
the unit of work 

• Introduce key vocabulary – either as glossary 
or added to each session slide where it is 
relevant  

 
 
 
 

descriptive vocabulary, e.g. before, after, a 
long time ago, a very long time ago, ancient, 
old, new, decade, century, millennium, 
modern; 
• technical vocabulary, e.g. AD, BC, the use 
of the 
19th century for 1845; and, 
• conceptual vocabulary, e.g. change, 
continuity, 
sequence, duration, period, chronology. 

Stage 2: Develop chronological 
understanding: 

 

• Sequencing activities in order to place period 
of study into a context that children 
understand 
 
 
 
 

• Create, add to or annotate timelines  
 
 

Recall some previous learning and prior 
knowledge by sequencing some key events of 
history, including the new period studied 
(and including those on their own lifetimes, 
and their family’s). 
 
 
YOUNGER PUPILS - Start with personal and 
family timelines, then introduce dated 
timelines.  

19
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Keys to evidencing 
progress

• This document was put together 
by subject leaders to present the 
expectations of evidence in non-
core subjects.

• This helps teachers plan their 
units accordingly and ensure 
books evidence pupil progress.

• They follow the continuums 
closely and are used during all 
book reviews.

20
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The key features 
to evidence 
progress in 
the Foundation 
subjects

21

The key features to evidence progress in the Foundation subjects

1 Title page

2  Linking back activity 

  Contents page

3  Glossary/Vocabulary List/Knowledge Organiser/Toolkit

4  Reference to Trip or Experience/Labelled photos
5  Timeline/Research/Diagrams/Flowchart

6  Lesson Content - Pupils to comment on photos/ evidence/beyond this WCF

7  Lesson Content - Pupils to comment on photos/ evidence/beyond this WCF

8  Lesson Content - Pupils to comment on photos/ evidence/beyond this WCF

9  Lesson Content - Pupils to comment on photos/ evidence/beyond this WCF
10 Lesson Content - Pupils to comment on photos/ evidence/beyond this WCF

11 Lesson Content - Pupils to comment on photos/ evidence/beyond this WCF

12 Quiz/Assessment/ - Answers. Re-teach to close gaps/ question 11
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Class Libraries

22

This  next document shows which texts are being 

accessed in each year group. All novels are 

pitched at least six months to  one year above the 

classes reading age. There is a continued focus 

upon children being exposed to diverse characters, 

authors and stories.

Non-Fiction, picture books, and poems are also 

selected to further support reading across the 

curriculum and provide relative links for children.
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Example of a book spine

23
 

YEAR 2 2020-21 
BOOKSHELF 

Autumn Term 

Great Fire of London  

Spring Term 

Crazy Creatures 

Summer Term 

Knights, Dragons, Castles 

Class Reader – linked 
to topic Area 

 

 

 

       

 

 
2nd class reader (not 
always linked to 
theme) 

 

     

 

     

                              

     

Non-fiction    

     

 

         

 

      

Celebrating Diversity 

     
 

     

Poetry  
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The Essay

24

An essay is:

 ‘a written piece that is designed to present an idea, propose an argument, express the emotion or 

initiate debate. It is a tool that is used to present writer's ideas in a non-fictional way’

 

Our essays are :

• To ensure all learning is relevant and our books are important documents.

• That learning is transferable.

• To be on show to all classes through our ‘top copy share’ walk.
• To be published as part of our class libraries.
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Essay 
Samples

25

’
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Assessment

26

‘Test them at the start and test them at the 
end’ - Tom Sherrington 2019 

Statutory  assessments: 

Reception baseline, 

Y1 Phonics, 

Y2 SATS,

 Y4 multiplication test and 

Y6 SATS

GL Assessments in Maths, English and 
Science. Autumn and Summer term. 

Star reader tests each half term in reading

End of unit quizzes in all other subjects

 Written essays produced each term
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Above and Beyond…

27

• Outdoor learning. Lessons taking place 
on or away from the school grounds.

• Enrichments visits. Minimum of two 
each term.

• Purposeful learning opportunities

       away from the classroom.

• Diversity visits. Annual visit to a place

       of worship. 

• Enterprise. A chance for contextual

   learning, for pupils to develop their

   understanding of economy and the

   working world.

Individuals.

• Talks from people in the local and wider 
community.

• A chance to open our children’s eyes to a 
world that they can experience.

• Pupils in school attend at least one club 
led by staff.

• Focus on PPG  children  at clubs.

• Pupils are rewarded for commitment to 
curricular opportunities.

Inspiration Days.

• Whole school approach to subject 
immersion. Contextual focus where all 
children engage in creative and inspiring 
sessions off timetables for one day a term.



Click to edit Master title style

28

Across the year

28

. 
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Away from home …..
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Ethics of Excellence
We strive for excellence at our school

30

High Challenge – teach to the top and not 
cap learning for any pupil

Low threat so the children do not feel 
anxious – quizzes

Books looks like revision guides

Authentic learning and audiences to 
engage pupils

Calming therapeutic learning spaces.
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How do we 
know our 
curriculum 
is 
successful?

31
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‘If we want to truly value education then our schools 
and libraries should be the most beautiful buildings 
in society not the investment company skyscrapers’

 Ron Berger 

32

’
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A warm hello awaits 

you  in the 

Welcome Area
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Taking the outside in…
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Cosy spaces to read 
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Our Key stage 2 reading 

room.
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Thank You 
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